REPORT
TRAVEL
Typical Royal Caribbean
passengers are couples in their
30s-50s, two-thirds of them
from North America and the
remainder from the UK and Asia.
All announcements are also made
in Spanish for the benefit of Latin
Americans. As for South Africans,
I met a handful on board. As
avid bridge-players, we joined a
lesson and a tournament every sea
day, but with so many activities
available on board, it’s hard to
decide how to spend your time.
One of the big benefits of
cruising is that you only have to
unpack your bags once. We were in
a large ocean-view stateroom with
a non-opening picture window.
The 15,2m cabin is very cleverly
designed and we had plenty of
packing space – a trip with three
“formal” nights out of 12 on board
requires a fair bit of luggage. You
can pack very little and rent outfits
on board, or do as we did and
take advantage of the European
summer clothing sales. Remember
to pack an extra case for your
return flight. Emirates allows 30kg
checked-in baggage per person
with economy tickets.
South African passport-holders
need UK and Schengen visas for
Sweden. You also have to take
a ship’s excursion while in St
Petersburg, as you’ll only be able

to obtain a visa for Russia if you
can prove that you’ll be met and
escorted by a Russian tour guide.
You’ll have two days and a visit
to Peterhof, Peter the Great’s
summer palace – which is even
grander than Louis XIV’s palace
in Versailles, France – is essential.
If you enjoy art, the Hermitage
Museum is another must-see,
although I would have preferred to
pay more and book a private tour.
Other than the Abba Museum
in Stockholm, which was a lot
of fun, Tallinn enchanted me
most with its medieval town and
market. All the images from the
stories of my youth came alive
there, and I imagined Hansel
and Gretel leaving breadcrumbs
along the cobbles, Rumpelstiltskin
behind one of the windows and
Dracula in the shadows at every
turn. Although we missed the
famous Little Mermaid statue
in Copenhagen, there’s a whole
shop dedicated to Hans Christian
Andersen in the picturesque
Nyhavn area.
TO BOOK
Cruises International are efficient
and friendly. Rates from $1 799
(about R18 000) pp for 12 nights
or $150 (about R1 500) per day.
Tel: 011 327 0327, email: nirosha@
cruises.co.za or visit: www.cruises.
co.za
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